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Gideon Spilett, Pencroft, and Herbert did not miss this
opportunity of going to visit their traps. They did not
find them easily, under the snow with which they were
covered. They had also to be careful not to fall into one
or other of them, which would have been both danger-
ous and humiliating; to be taken in their own snares!
But happily they avoided this unpleasantness, and found
their traps perfectly intact No animal had fallen into
them, and yet the footprints in the neighbourhood were
very numerous, amongst others, certain very clear marks
of claws. Herbert did not hesitate to affirm that some
animal of the feline species had passed there, which justi-
fied the engineer's opinion that dangerous beasts esdsted in
Lincoln Island. These animals doubtless generally lived
in the forests of the Far West, but pressed by hunger, they
had ventured as far as Prospect Heights. Perhaps they
had smelt out the inhabitants of Granite House.
"Now, what are these feline creatures?" asked Pencroft
" They are tigers," replied Herbert
"I thought those beasts were only found in hot
countries ?"
" On the new continent," replied the lad, * they are found
from Mexico to the Pampas of Buenos Ayres. Now, as
Lincoln Island is nearly under the same latitude as the
provinces of La Plata, it is not surprising that tigers axe to
be met with in it"